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9.1 Archaeological Impact Assessment 
(AIA) Report 

Chapter 10 Landscape and Visual 10.1 Verified Views (Baseline and 
Photomontages) 

Chapter 11 Land, Soils and Geology 11.1 Site investigation  
 

Chapter 12 Water 12.1 Uisce Eireann EIAR Scoping 
Response Document 
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Chapter 14 Material Assets: Traffic & 
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N/A 

Chapter 15 Material Assets Waste 
Management 

N/A 

Chapter 16 Material Assets Utilities N/A  
Chapter 17 Interactions N/A 
Chapter 18 Summary of Mitigation Measures N/A 
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Stiúrthóirí / Directors: Tony Keohane (Cathaoirleach / Chairman), Niall Gleeson (POF / CEO), Christopher Banks, Fred Barry, Gerard Britchfield, Liz Joyce, 

Patricia King, Eileen Maher, Cathy Mannion, Michael Walsh. 

Oifig Chláraithe / Registered Office: Teach Colvill, 24-26 Sráid Thalbóid, Baile Átha Cliath 1, D01 NP86 / Colvill House, 24-26 Talbot Street, Dublin, Ireland D01NP86 

Is cuideachta ghníomhaíochta ainmnithe atá faoi theorainn scaireanna é Uisce Éireann / Uisce Éireann is a design activity company, limited by shares.  

Cláraithe in Éirinn Uimh.: 530363 / Registered in Ireland No.: 530363. 

 

 
Uisce Éireann Ref: PN25000019842 
 
O’Connor, Sutton, Cronin & Associates Ltd 
9 Prussia Street, 
Dublin, 
D07KT57 
 
Attention: Mark Killian 
Email: mark.killian@ocsc.ie 
  

27th March, 2025 
 
Re: EIAR Scoping Request – Proposed Large Scale Residential Development at Newtown, 
Ratoath, Co. Meath. 

 
A Chara, 
 
Uisce Éireann has received your Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) scoping 
request relating to a proposed Large Scale Residential Development consisting of 
c.364 no. residential units in Newtown, Ratoath, Co. Meath. 

It is Uisce Éireann’s current policy to maintain safe and secure drinking water 
supplies and that no development that will impact Drinking Water Source. Uisce 
Éireann must be satisfied that the proposed development has no impact on 
drinking water quality and that water sources are adequately protected. It is a 
requirement of the Water Framework Directive that waters used for the abstraction 
of drinking water are protected so as to avoid deterioration in quality.   

 
The following aspects of Water Services should also be considered in the scope of an 
EIA where relevant;  
 

a) Where the development proposal has the potential to impact an Uisce Éireann 
Drinking Water Source(s), the applicant shall provide details of measures to be 
taken to ensure that there will be no negative impact to Uisce Éireann’s Drinking 
Water Source(s) during the construction and operational phases of the 
development. Hydrological / hydrogeological pathways between the applicant’s 
site and receiving waters should be identified as part of the report. 

 
b) Where the development proposes the backfilling of materials, the applicant is 

required to include a waste sampling strategy to ensure the material is inert.  
 

c) Mitigations should be proposed for any potential negative impacts on any water 
source(s) which may be in proximity and included in the environmental 
management plan and incident response.  
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Uisce Éireann is a statutory consultee under the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). Uisce Éireanns job is to deliver the highest quality drinking water to taps 

every day and ensure that wastewater is properly treated and safely returned to the environment.  To ensure the satisfactory completion of a development, any permission, 

approval, or consent granted pursuant to the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) that requires a new connection(s)  to water services should include a 

condition that requires the applicant or developer to enter into a connection agreement(s) with Uisce Éireann prior to the commencement of development. Any person 

discharging trade effluent to a sewer, must have a Trade Effluent Licence issued pursuant to section 16 of the Local Government (Water Pollution) Act, 1977 (as amended). 

Trade effluent is defined in the Local Government (Water Pollution) Act, 1977 (as amended). 

 
d) Any and all potential impacts on the nearby public water supply water source(s) 

are assessed, including any impact on hydrogeology and any groundwater/ 
surface water interactions. 

 
e) Impacts of the development on the capacity of water services (i.e. do existing 

water services have the capacity to cater for the new development). This is 
confirmed by Uisce Éireann in the form of a Confirmation of Feasibility (COF). If 
a development requires a connection to either a public water supply or sewage 
collection system, the developer is advised to submit a Pre-Connection Enquiry 
(PCE) enquiry to Uisce Éireann to determine the feasibility of connection to the 
Uisce Éireann network.  

 
f) The applicant shall identify any upgrading of water services infrastructure that 

would be required to accommodate the proposed development.  
 

g) In relation to a development that would discharge trade effluent – any upstream 
treatment or attenuation of discharges required prior to discharging to an Uisce 
Éireann collection network.  

 
h) In relation to the management of surface water; the potential impact of surface 

water discharges to combined sewer networks and potential measures to 
minimise and or / stop surface waters from combined sewers.  

 
i) Any physical impact on Uisce Éireann assets – reservoir, drinking water source, 

treatment works, pipes, pumping stations, discharges outfalls etc. including any 
relocation of assets. 

 
j) When considering a development proposal, the applicant is advised to determine 

the location of public water services assets, possible connection points from the 
applicant’s site / lands to the public network and any drinking water abstraction 
catchments to ensure these are included and fully assessed in any pre-planning 
proposals. Details, where known, can be obtained by emailing an Ordnance 
Survey map identifying the proposed location of the applicant’s intended 
development to datarequests@water.ie 

 
k) Other indicators or methodologies for identifying infrastructure located within the 

applicant’s lands are the presence of registered wayleave agreements, visible 
manholes, vent stacks, valve chambers, marker posts etc. within the proposed 
site.  

 
l) Any potential impacts on the assimilative capacity of receiving waters in relation 

to Uisce Éireann discharge outfalls including changes in dispersion / circulation 
characterises. Hydrological / hydrogeological pathways between the applicant’s 
site and receiving waters should be identified within the report. 

 
m) Any potential impact on the contributing catchment of water sources either in 

terms of water abstraction for the development (and resultant potential impact 

on the capacity of the source) or the potential of the development to influence / 
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Uisce Éireann is a statutory consultee under the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). Uisce Éireanns job is to deliver the highest quality drinking water to taps 
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present a risk to the quality of the water abstracted by Uisce Éireann for public 
supply should be identified within the report. 

 
n) Where a development proposes to connect to an Uisce Éireann network and that 

network either abstracts water from or discharges wastewater to a “protected”/ 
sensitive area, consideration as to whether the integrity of the site / conservation 
objectives of the site would be compromised should be identified within the 
report. 

 
o) Uisce Éireann does not permit building over of its assets. As an applicant you 

are required to; 
 
- survey the site to determine the exact location of the assets. Any trial 

investigations should be carried out with the agreement and in the presence 
of Uisce Éireann.  

- Provide evidence of separation distances between the existing Uisce Éireann 
assets and proposed structures, other services, trees, etc. have to be in 
accordance with the Irish Water Codes of Practice and Standard Details. 
  

p) Where a diversion of Public Infrastructure may be required subject to layout 
proposal of the development and separation distances, the applicant is required 
to submit a Diversions Enquiry to diversions@water.ie 

 
q) Mitigation measures in relation to any of the above ensuring a zero risk to any 

Uisce Éireann drinking water sources (Surface and Ground water). 
 

This is not an exhaustive list. 

 
Please note;  

 
• Where connection(s) to the public network is required as part of the development 

proposal, applicants are advised to complete the Pre-Connection Enquiry 
process and have received a Confirmation of Feasibility letter from Uisce Éireann 
ahead of any planning application.   
 

• Uisce Éireann will not accept new surface water discharges to combined sewer 
networks.  

 
Queries relating to the terms and observations above should be directed to 
planning@water.ie 
 
Signed on behalf of Dermot Phelan 
Connections and Developer Services 
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